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TASRAIL UPDATE - MONDAY 13 JUNE

TasRail is confident that the important South Line rail freight link between Brighton
and the North of the State will re-open later tonight.
The first train is due into Conara on Tuesday morning.
TasRail CEO Damien White confirms that all of the necessary arrangements are in
place to support container handling operations at Conara, effectively enabling freight
flows to be restored across the State’ major corridor between Brighton and Burnie.
“From a customer perspective, TasRail will continue to be responsible for the
haulage of freight for its customers between Boyer and Brighton to Burnie and
Devonport, Launceston and George Town”, Mr White said. “The difference is that
until all of the post flood repair works can be completed, containerised freight will be
on rail only as far as Conara, and then it will be transferred to truck for transporting to
the Northern Ports”.
Mr White said he was incredibly proud of the effort and commitment of the TasRail
workforce, saluting their efforts to minimise the disruptions to freight flows caused by
last week’s devastating flood event.
“What has been achieved over the past week to re-open a number of lines and to
establish interim terminal facilities at Conara is quite incredible, given the sheer
volumes of water that inundated the rail network, particularly in the north and north
west of the State”, Mr White said.
Mr White said the investment to upgrade and replace rail infrastructure over recent
years had been vindicated. “The damage from what is generally considered one of
Tasmania’s worst flood events would undoubtedly have been far worse had the
investment in the rail network not occurred over the past six years”, he said.
Other restoration works underway across the worst affected parts of the rail network
continued today including:


Western Junction to Conara – major repairs continue in the Symons Plains
region.



Melba Line – multiple crews are split between restoring track geometry on the
Melba Line and landslip stabilisation.
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Kimberley Rail Bridge – good progress with planning for the mobilisation of
equipment for the start of the preparation works ahead of the construction of a
new span. The likely duration to complete the repair will be confirmed once
the final design is decided and water levels drop.



Devonport to Railton –rail services are operating continuously.



Emu River Rail Bridge – work to remove the huge stockpile of logs and debris
banked up against the bride continued today but is a significant task. Once it
is cleared away, divers will inspect the bridge structure and repairs will
commence on the abutment side.

TasRail is asking the public to be aware of the resumption of rail services on the
South Line and between Devonport and Railton – be vigilant for trains and always
obey level crossing signs and signals.
The public is also asked to be aware that heavy vehicles and rail inspection vehicles
are also operating at an increased frequency on all rail lines, including those not yet
operational.
People should also stay away from the rail corridor and off rail bridges. If urgent
access is required, please contact the State Emergency Service in the first instance.

More information:
Jennifer Jarvis, Manager Corporate Relations 0428 139 238 or 6335 2603

About TasRail
TasRail is a State-owned Company, established on 1 December 2009 by an Act of the Tasmanian Parliament.
The principal objectives of the business are set out in the Rail Company Act 2009 and require the Company to
operate a rail business in Tasmania, effectively and efficiently and to operate its activities in accordance with
sound commercial practice.
With a workforce of around 240 men and women, Tasmania’s hauls around 50 per cent of Tasmania’s
contestable freight task - generating annual revenue in the order of $34 million. TasRail conservatively estimates
that the freight it transports by rail each year effectively removes the equivalent of 200,000 B-Double truck
movements from the State’s road network.
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