VEGETATION
MANAGEMENT
AT TASRAIL
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TasRail is responsible for maintaining over 843 route kilometres of rail corridor
around the State. This includes both Operational and Non-Operational Lines.
TasRail’s Vegetation Management Plan seeks to manage this undertaking in a safe,
efficient and effective way.
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The Vegetation Management Plan includes:
1.

Annual audit/review of vegetation in the corridor by
Specialist Contractor (currently Serve-Ag). This audit
assesses the status of vegetation on TasRail’s property
and advises on the types and quantities of chemicals
to be used in treatment. The Specialist Contractor also
advises the most appropriate process and time for
applying the spray.

2. Two complete annual sprays of the operational lines
across a 10 metre corridor in accordance with the
guidance provided by the Specialist Contractor.
3. A scheduled ‘Spring’ spray to be scheduled annually
between September and November. Note it takes
up to ten weeks to implement this across the network,
and actual timing is dependent on the weather and
plant development to ensure that application of
chemicals is effective.
4. A scheduled ‘Autumn’ spray to be scheduled annually
between March and May, with actual timing dependent
on weather conditions and plant development.
5. Spraying does not occur in inappropriate weather
conditions, for example if it’s windy.
6. In some specific areas, at the request of members of the
public, TasRail undertakes slashing and mowing as an
alternative to applying chemical treatment.

7.

For areas outside of the 10 metre corridor, TasRail
adopts a selective programme of chemical spraying, as
per advice received from the Specialist Contractor. The
selective programme also occurs in known problem areas.
In addition to the above, TasRail engages contractors
to undertake programmes of slashing. Over the last
few years TasRail and its sub-contractors have gained
experience planning the slashing programme and are
improving efficiency and effectiveness by planning works
in areas and at times that maximise the impact of the
work. The slashing takes place in the Spring when the
grass starts to grow and a second cut is undertaken in
mid-Summer. This slashing programme takes place in
known problem areas outside of the 10 metre rail corridor
on TasRail’s property.

8. From time to time, TasRail receives requests from the
public to undertake additional work to remove vegetation.
TasRail endeavours to respond to these requests within
a few working days.
9. Some areas on non-operational lines are also sprayed
and other work is undertaken from time to time to treat
problem areas.
10. TasRail expects all employees and contractors to
comply with TasRail Policies, Procedures and Standards
at all times, as well as relevant Legislative and
Regulatory obligations.

NOTE: The amount of slashing and selective spraying is very much dependent on the available budget. Over the past few years TasRail has gained significant
knowledge and experience in managing weeds and vegetation and has improved value in delivery of this Weed Management Strategy.

Weeds Of National Significance:
If you identify Weeds of National Significance www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/ or growth on the rail corridor which
causes concern, please contact TasRail on onlineenquiries@tasrail.com.au with the location and description
of the problem, and your contact details including phone number and email. If you can attach photos of the
locations, even better. In this way we can respond to your concerns and keep you informed.
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